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41 CFR Ch. 128 (7–1–11 Edition) § 128–1.8001 

§ 128–1.8001 Background. 
The Earthquake Hazards Reduction 

Act of 1977 (Act), 42 U.S.C. 7701, et seq., 
as amended, directs the Federal gov-
ernment to establish and maintain an 
effective earthquake hazards reduction 
program to reduce the risks to life and 
property from future earthquakes. Ex-
ecutive Order 12699 implements certain 
provisions of the Act by requiring Fed-
eral agencies responsible for the design 
and construction of new buildings to 
develop and implement a seismic safe-
ty program. The regulations in this 
subpart implement the Executive 
Order, and apply to buildings designed 
and constructed under the responsi-
bility of the Department of Justice. 
These regulations do not apply to 
buildings used by the Department and 
obtained, through purchase or lease, by 
the General Services Administration or 
other Federal agencies. 

§ 128–1.8002 Definitions of terms. 
(a) Construction documents—Detailed 

plans and specifications for the con-
struction of a building. 

(b) Building—Any structure, fully or 
partially enclosed, used or intended for 
sheltering persons or property. 

(c) New building—A building, or an 
addition to an existing building, for 
which development of construction 
documents was initiated after January 
5, 1990. 

(d) Leased building—A new building 
constructed expressly for lease by the 
Department of Justice, and for which 
the Department contracted with the 
lessor or owner to develop construction 
documents to meet the specifications 
of the Department. 

(e) Purchased building—A new build-
ing constructed expressly for purchase 
by the Department, and for which the 
Department contracted with the owner/ 
developer to develop construction doc-
uments meeting the specifications of 
the Department. 

(f) Assisted or regulated building—A 
new building designed and constructed 
with funding assistance from the De-
partment through Federal grants or 
loans, or guarantees of financing, 
through loan or mortgage insurance 
programs. 

(g) Covered building—a new building 
owned, leased, purchased, or assisted or 

regulated by the Department of Jus-
tice. 

§ 128–1.8003 Objective. 

The Department shall comply with 
Executive Order 12699 for the purpose 
of reducing the risks to lives of occu-
pants of new buildings owned by the 
Department, leased for Department 
uses, or purchased and constructed 
with assistance from the Department, 
and to other persons who would be af-
fected by the failure of such buildings 
in earthquakes; improving the capa-
bility of essential new Department 
buildings to function during or after an 
earthquake; and protecting public in-
vestments in all covered buildings; all 
in a cost-effective manner. 

§ 128–1.8004 Seismic Safety Coordina-
tors. 

(a) The Justice Management Division 
shall designate an individual with tech-
nical training, engineering experience 
and a seismic background as the De-
partment of Justice Seismic Safety Co-
ordinator who shall provide overall 
guidance for the implementation of the 
Seismic Safety Program for the De-
partment. The Department Seismic 
Safety Coordinator shall, at a min-
imum: 

(1) Monitor the execution and results 
of the efforts of the Department to up-
grade the seismic safety of the Depart-
ment’s new construction activities; 

(2) Implement seismic safety pro-
gram changes, as required; 

(3) Act as a point-of-contact for the 
Department in maintaining necessary 
records, and consolidate data per-
taining to the seismic safety activities 
in the Department; 

(4) Monitor and record the cost, con-
struction and other consequences at-
tributable to compliance with the Ex-
ecutive Order; 

(5) Notify each Component Seismic 
Coordinator about what information he 
must maintain under the Seismic Safe-
ty Program and what reports he must 
prepare; 

(6) Prepare and forward for submis-
sion all reports, as required by law and 
regulation; 
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